An analysis of indeterminate western blot patterns of black African subjects.
The significance of indeterminate Western blotting results was assessed by determining their distribution in attenders of sexually transmitted diseases (STD) and family planning (FP) clinics. As expected, it was found that the former had a highly significantly greater prevalence of HIV infection. Indeterminate results were not found more frequently in STD attenders refuting any association with sexual promiscuity. They were, however, found significantly more frequently amongst black compared to white subjects, but no difference was found between males and females. Indeterminate results appear to be a feature of black African sera and what the significance is, still remains to be elucidated.